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Barnstaple’s Fringe Theatre Festival



   
application information

what is Fringe Theatrefest?

Fringe Theatrefest is a four-day Fringe Theatre Festival in Barnstaple, North Devon at the end of June.  Twenty-two companies present three performances each in one of the four official Fringe venues.  And up to three companies can present work in a site-specific venue of their choosing.
Fringe Theatrefest encompasses the widest possible range of theatrical forms.  Previous Fringe Theatrefests have included drama, comedy, contemporary dance, dance theatre, African dance and song, children’s theatre, cabaret, juggling, music theatre, performance poetry, magic and mind illusion.  The limitations are purely physical – the size and nature of the venues and very limited time for get-ins and get-outs [see technical information].
how does it work financially?
You pay a participation fee of £35.  You keep 100% of the box-office.

The non-returnable participation fee is £35 – and is only payable when a slot has been confirmed.  This secures a venue, a venue technician, an hour’s technical rehearsal, 3 performances, a generous presence in the brochure and on the website, generic Fringe Theatrefest publicity, ticketing, and box-office and front-of-house staff.  You provide the production – including all scenic elements, stage furniture, props, performance rights etc – and publicity specific to your show.

Fringe Theatrefest sets the ticket prices and schedules your three performances.  For 2012, ticket prices will be £5/£3 concessions with a Frequent Fringer at £12.50 for 5 shows (which means each production visited gets £2.50).  Three of the venues have a 60 seat maximum, the fourth venue has a 150 seat capacity.  100% of the box-office take is returned to the performers.  
In 2011 the average income for a 3-performance run was £203.  The highest was £461 and the lowest £32.  Fringe Theatrefest is going all-out to push that average up in 2012 but can make no guarantees how particular companies – or even particular types of theatre – will fare.  

Fringe Theatrefest does not provide travel costs or accommodation.  We do help point people in the direction of cheaper options and for international companies we endeavour to find free billets if required – but we can make no guarantees.

why take part in fringe theatrefest?

Fringe Theatrefest is probably one of the lowest-cost Fringe Theatre Festivals in the world.  

But you will be disappointed if you think of it as a money-making venture.  However, whilst it won’t make your fortune, it won’t break the bank.  It provides an affordable context in which to develop new work, to give further life to existing work, to see a lot of very different kinds of theatre and to foster new collaborative relationships.  
In previous years companies have used Fringe Theatrefest as an opportunity to develop work in preparation for Edinburgh Fringe, for the Canadian Fringe circuit, for Buxton Fringe, Camden Fringe, Prague Fringe and other festivals.  And for preparing productions to offer to regular venues and touring circuits.
Companies have also taken the opportunity to introduce themselves to North Devon audiences and to invite local and regional promoters – and, where appropriate, schools and colleges – to see their work.  This has led directly to employment in the region for some professional companies.
But primarily Fringe Theatrefest is a meeting place and somewhere to be inspired by a host of interesting work.  
the venues
Two of the venues are basically-equipped studio theatre spaces (60 seats), purpose-built for Fringe Theatrefest.  One of those is in a Baptist Hall the other is in the Queen’s Theatre café-gallery .  
A third venue is larger (150 seats) and more generously equipped as it is a permanent theatre space – the Queen’s Theatre auditorium, used in its ‘studio’ configuration.
The fourth venue – the upstairs room in Boston Tea Party - is deliberately less formal and can cater for a variety of performer/audience relationships.  
The lighting-rigs provide for a warm-wash, a cool-wash and two or three specials – except at the Boston Tea Party which uses the ambient lighting.  The venues are equipped with a CD player, microphone and PA system.  Anything beyond this – additional lights, projection, video equipment etc – has to be provided by the companies and the technical feasibility of using any such additional equipment in the venues must be checked with Fringe Theatrefest at an early stage. 
We are also very interested in proposals for site-specific productions.  Any technical needs will have to be discussed but we will do our best to help to source equipment.

See technical information for more details
the productions

The cast can be any size and the show in any theatre performance style – drama, comedy, cabaret, revue, dance, opera, musical, stand-up, improv, performance poetry etc .

But all companies will have to operate within the physical conditions and time constraints detailed in technical information – including – crucially - a limit of 15 mins get-in and 15 mins get-out. 

 The maximum performance length is 75 mins, minimum 30 mins.  We recommend a maximum length of 60 minutes.
how does the entry procedure work?

Applications are via the on-line application form which will be live between 1st and 27th January.  All applications will be entered into a draw.
Fringe Theatrefest 12 will have places for 22 companies in the four regular venues plus 3 companies in a site-specific venue.  
No distinction is made as to the status of the companies - amateur, professional or student.  6 slots will be reserved in the first instance for North Devon companies, 14 slots for other UK companies and 2 slots for international companies.   Participation will be decided by a public draw on Sunday January 29th; the Fringe Theatrefest organisers make no value judgements in the programming of the Festival.
Between January 1st and 27th there will be an on-line application form on this website.  Both before and during the application process you are more than welcome to contact us with any questions or problems.
